KINGDOM FIRST - STUDY GUIDE

SESSION THREE

(i) INTRODUCTION

We have talked about six pictures of the kingdom of God so far. In this week’s lesson we

will talk about two more pictures, and then discuss the mandate we have of living out the
kingdom message.

We hope that you realize more and more what a beautiful and life-changing message the
message of the kingdom is.

ili VIDEQ: SESSION THREE

The kingdom of God is like

“Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.
The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.
He began by saying to them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

LUKE 4:17-21

The kingdom of God is like a for life.

The means of the kingdom is always love.
Nothing more and nothing less.

We are called to be a

We are called to be a of what is to come.
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" NOTES
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" DISCUSSION & REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Do Christians have a mandate to take care of creation? Why?

2. Read the passage below, and then discuss the following: What do you think Jesus meant
when he said that “you are not far from the kingdom of God.”

And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing
that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of
all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord
is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one,
and there is no other besides him. And to love him with all the heart and with all the
understanding and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself,
is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely,
he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”

And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions.

MARK 12:28-34
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" DISCUSSION & REFLECTION QUESTIONS

3. In what pratical ways can you personally be a trailer for the kingdom?

4. Inwhat ways can the Church be a trailer for the kingdom?

5. What is your biggest takeaway from the Kingdom First series?

6. In which ways are you challenged to change your life because of the message of the
kingdom of God?
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2‘- GOING DEEPER

We would encourage you to spend time in prayer, meditating and reflecting on what
it means to be kingdom people; people who offer a preview of how eternity will ook,
people who live in a way that is a foretaste of what is to come.

As you spend time in prayer, we would like to suggest that you consider using the prayer
attributed to St Francis of Assisi as a framework upon which to continue to build your
understanding of living out the mandate of the kingdom. As you pray this prayer, give
the Holy Spirit space to bring to light different facets of kingdom living; confessing those
areas in which you may fall short, and opening your heart to repentance, restoration, and
renewal, ultimately moving into action for the sake of the kingdom.

PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.

Foritisin giving that we receive;
itisin pardoning that we are pardoned;
and itisin dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.




